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HOOPHALL CLASSIC

From Hong Kong to Hoophall: Mark Leung’s rise
and relentless energy at Oak Hill Academy
Published: Jan. 17, 2026, 1:37 p.m.

Leung floats in mid-air as teammate Jason Singh goes in for the pre-game dunk. Jack Belanger

By Jack Belanger | JBelanger@masslive.com

SPRINGFIELD — As soon as Mark Leung runs out of the locker room, he
has a smile on his face. He may be one of the few bodies on Oak Hill’s
bench under six-feet tall, but his presence is felt once the Warriors hit the
floor.

He jumps in tandem as his teammates dunk during warmups. He yells
with every shot that goes down.

At each timeout, he’s the first off the bench to high-five his teammates.
His energy doesn’t waver, even as Oak Hill falls behind after an early
lead.

After the final buzzer, he stays behind with teammate Kuol Kuol to clean
the bench before the next game starts.

Even though he didn’t register a minute in Oak Hill Academy’s 66-57 loss
to Monteverde Academy in the Hoophall Invitational, Leung doesn’t let
the lack of game action discourage him.
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And how can he? For him, he’s living the opportunity of a lifetime.

" I’m at the Oak Hill, like I’m here every single day," Leung said. “I’m
really grateful I can even be in this position. I can’t really complain about
anything because I asked for this, and no matter how I get to that spot, I’m
here.”
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This season, Leung became the first player ever from Hong Kong to play
in the Nike Elite Youth Basketball League Scholastic. He arrived from his
native country two years ago to join Oak Hill’s International Team. After a
successful 2024-25 season, he got the invite to the Warriors’ top team.

markleungg1 and ohahoops
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markleungg1

Did the unbelievable
to show that it’s achievable
always be thankful stay grateful

I am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to be a part of the Oak Hill Academy
national team (gold), and be the first player from Hong Kong to ever compete in
the Nike EYBL Scholastic starting this upcoming school year. I’m extremely
excited and eager to make an immediate impact on the team in any way
possible.

Let’s work  @ohahoops @oakhillacademy @nikeeyb @league.ready
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“I see guys that I wouldn’t normally see on a daily basis. And I feel like
the difference of physicality is a step up,” Leung said. “IQ is what really
separates from last year and this year. And you know, I’m very honored to
play against these guys every single day.”

On the International Team, Leung was one of 10 players listed under six
feet. At 5′11 he still wasn’t the shortest player on the team. Now he’s
playing against seven-footer Kimario Sherman in practice.

Facing defenders a foot taller is part of the challenge, and Leung embraces
it. The junior understands his minutes are sparse, but that doesn’t stop
him from setting himself up for success down the road.

" I got to the US and I realized that if you want to be on a high level team
or any level you have to be a great teammate. And that comes from doing
the little things and dirty things. And that comes from practice, not even
from games," Leung said. “These things can really elevate you from where
you’re at, to where you want to be. I understood that really early on being
here. I feel like just carrying that mentality here, I see myself getting a lot
more opportunities.”

With guards like LJ Smith (Ohio State commit) and Ethan Mgbako
(Vanderbilt) on the team, Leung may not get much playing time, but he
can make life tough for the two during practice, and lift them during
games.

“He’s probably one of the best teammates I’ve ever coached,” Oak Hill
coach John Zito said. “His energy is infectious and extremely important
for us. Although he doesn’t play on the floor for us, he’s still a
tremendous asset. I tell these guys he’s going to the best teammate they
will have. He’s someone we value tremendously.”
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Even before coming to the U.S., Leung knew of the Hoophall Classic and the prestige
it carried as one of the top events in the country. Jack Belanger

Leung does have aspirations to play basketball in college, hopefully at the
Division I level. He’s spoken to junior college coaches, knowing the
chance to showcase his talent could help him reach the next step.

At the same time, Leung keeps in touch with some D-I schools such as
Stanford and Murray State, congratulating them on wins, and vice versa.

After college, he wants to give back to his community in Hong Kong.
While he is the first player from Hong Kong in EYBL, his goal is to make
sure he doesn’t remain the only one.
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“I really want to inspire the kids back home,” Leung said. “The kids that
are less exposed, and the kids that are much better than me at this time,
this age. I want to get them to the U.S. and get them a pathway and a
bridge to connect them this the connections I’ve made from the college
coaches to the high school coaches.”

RECOMMENDED

Christ the King’s Olivia Vukosa plays in final Hoophall Classic before
heading to UConn Jan. 16, 2026, 5:42 p.m.

Mr. 4,000: Inglewood’s Jason Crowe Jr. sets Hoophall Classic
scoring record (Photos) Jan. 17, 2026, 10:05 p.m.

At home, he continues to help out with Overtime HK, a basketball
development program that helped him make going to Oak Hill a reality.

Leung’s dedication to basketball goes beyond his size. He looks up to
former Oak Hill alum such as guards Christian Anderson and Kaden
Magwood, now at Texas Tech and Auburn respectively, as inspiration.
Even though he’s over 7,000 miles from home, Leung doesn’t lose focus
on his dreams.
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“Just me being here, waking up every single day, looking outside my
window in my dorm, just knowing that I’m at Oak Hill and doing the
thing I love,” he said. “I prayed for this every single day. So just knowing
this, having this in my head every day, in my heart. I can’t really complain
about anything.”

Jack Belanger

Jack Belanger is a sport clerks for MassLive, reporting on high schools in Eastern
Massachusetts. He previously was a contributing writer for Syracuse.com in the
Spring of 2025. He is a New Hampshire native who...more

JBelanger@masslive.com
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