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All-Central New York hoops star within reach
of school record. But, ‘It’s not the end goal'
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Cicero-North Syracuse's Andrew Benedict has over 1,500 career points and is withing reach of setting a school
record this season. (Scott Schild | sschild@syracuse.com) Scott Schild | sschild@syracuse.com
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By Jack Belanger |_Contributing Writer

If you ask Kyle Martin, he knew right away Andrew Benedict was no ordinary player.

The Cicero-North Syracuse boys basketball coach saw Benedict score 15 points in the first

quarter of the first game of the 2021 season.

Martin said he instantly became excited about what the freshman could do in the next

four seasons.


https://www.syracuse.com/staff/jbelanger/posts.html

“We knew right away,” Martin said. “After seeing him score in that first quarter, we

literally said, “Yeah he’s going to score 1,500.”

Martin’s prediction became a reality this season. On Jan. 17 Benedict scored his 1,500
career point against Baldwinsville. He became the second player in program history to

reach the milestone.

Mike Brown, who played his high school ball from 1988-1992, currently holds the

Northstars' career points record at 1,926.

While that number is achievable for Benedict, he said he is more focused on winning

games.

“There’s always a chance (of catching Brown),” Benedict said. “But it’s not the end goal.

Our goal is obviously sectionals and on from there. But if it happens, it happens.”

Benedict’s scoring gets the attention but Martin is more impressed with his contribution in

all areas of the game.

The 2023-24 All-Central New York boys basketball player of the year finalist leads the

Northstars in rebounds, blocks and steals, and is second in assists.

“He does a little of everything for us,” Martin said. “He was a shooter as a freshman, now
he is an overall well-rounded player. He’s just enhanced every aspect of his game. It’s

been a lot of work to get to this point.”
Even before Benedict played a game for C-NS, Martin saw something special.

Just hired as head coach for C-NS in 2020, Martin was at a basketball clinic in Horn Gym

in Syracuse when the quiet eighth-grader shooting 3s caught his attention.
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“Right away he didn’t miss. I was like, “This kid is going to be a stud,”” Martin said.

While Martin remembers being blown away that day, Benedict remembers his first

encounter with his future coach differently.

“I was scared of him at the time,” Benedict said. “He yells a lot and I wasn’t ready for
that.”

Fast forward five years, the senior and his coach have grown closer. While Martin

continues to shout from the bench, Benedict is no longer fazed by it.

“It’s almost like a have family-type relationship,” Martin said. “We’ve been around each

other so much. I know what he’s thinking and when he’s having a bad day.”



Benedict said his close relationship with Martain has translated to the success of the court.
“We have gotten to trust and depend on each other during games,” he said.

Becoming his school’s all-time leading boys basketball scorer is an achievement that

Benedict said he could not have pictured as a freshman.

“Four years ago today, if you told me (I would have 1,500 points), I would have been
shocked,” Benedict said.

MORE BOYS BASKETBALL
New state boys basketball rankings: 8 Section lll teams trending up
Lacy’s List: Top Section lll boys basketball players of Week 12 (poll)

Syracuse.com'’s boys basketball rankings (Week 12): 1team rises in
Class AA

Section Ill boys basketball playoff preview: Favorites, dark horses,
top players for Class B, C, D

Section lll boys basketball playoff seedings, schedule announced,;
games start Friday

If you purchase a product or register for an account through a link on our site, we may receive compensation.
By using this site, you consent to our User Agreement and agree that your clicks, interactions, and personal
information may be collected, recorded, and/or stored by us and social media and other third-party partners in

accordance with our Privacy Policy.

syracuse.com

THE POST-STANDARD

v About Us

About Us
Photo and Page Reprints

Advertise with us
Jobs at Advance Media New York



https://www.syracuse.com/highschoolsports/2025/02/new-state-boys-basketball-rankings-8-section-iii-teams-trending-up.html
https://www.syracuse.com/highschoolsports/2025/02/lacys-list-top-section-iii-boys-basketball-players-of-week-12-poll.html
https://www.syracuse.com/highschoolsports/2025/02/syracusecoms-boys-basketball-rankings-week-12-1-team-rises-in-class-aa.html
https://www.syracuse.com/highschoolsports/2025/02/section-iii-boys-basketball-playoff-preview-favorites-dark-horses-top-players-for-class-b-c-d.html
https://www.syracuse.com/highschoolsports/2025/02/section-iii-boys-basketball-playoff-seedings-schedule-announced-games-start-friday.html
https://www.advancelocal.com/advancelocalUserAgreement/user-agreement.html
https://www.advancelocal.com/advancelocalUserAgreement/privacy-policy.html
https://www.advancemediany.com/about-us/
https://newskeepsake.com/pages/syracuse
https://www.advancemediany.com/marketing-solutions/advertise-syracusecom/
https://recruiting.adp.com/srccar/public/RTI.home?d=AdvanceLocalExternalCareerSite&_icx=v02ZsMTPY_LQo6hbpkDniI0FzFJz7J43nXnFlnAcWU8XAy6LiUbeI6WAp1a5Fu%2FsKAO&c=2171807&_dissimuloSSO=VClngbTXrKk:qUSwy7uvpL4QGVfTVDLf8A8x-Ns

Contact Us

Newspaper Archives

Frequently Asked Questions

Accessibility Statement

Submit letter, commentary

¥ Subscriptions

syracuse.com
syracuse.com Orange Sports Insider
The Post-Standard

Email Newsletters

¥ Already a Subscriber

Manage your Subscription

Place a Vacation Hold

Make a Payment

Delivery Feedback



https://myaccount.syracuse.com/ps/home
https://newskeepsake.com/pages/syracuse
https://www.syracuse.com/digitalsubscription/faq/
https://www.syracuse.com/accessibility/
https://www.syracuse.com/opinion/2017/01/how_to_submit_letters_and_commentary_to_syracusecom.html
https://www.syracuse.com/subscribe/
https://joinsubtext.com/syracusesports
https://subscribe.syracuse.com/
https://link.syracuse.com/join/6fn/signup
https://myaccount.syracuse.com/
https://myaccount.syracuse.com/
https://myaccount.syracuse.com/
https://myaccount.syracuse.com/

V¥ syracuse.com Sections
News

Weather

Business

Sports

High School Sports

Betting

Entertainment

Obituaries

—

obs

>

utos

Real Estate
Rentals

Classifieds

¥ Mobile

Tablet Apps
iPhone, Android apps

¥ More on syracuse.com
Videos
Sitemap

Sponsor Content

Archives
Sell your car
Post a job

Post a classified ad

Sell/rent your home



https://www.syracuse.com/news/
https://www.syracuse.com/weather/
https://www.syracuse.com/business/
https://www.syracuse.com/sports/
https://highschoolsports.syracuse.com/
https://www.syracuse.com/betting/
https://www.syracuse.com/entertainment/
https://www.syracuse.com/living/
https://www.syracuse.com/opinion/
https://obits.syracuse.com/obituaries/syracuse/
https://www.syracuse.com/jobs/
https://autos.syracuse.com/
https://realestate.syracuse.com/
https://realestate.syracuse.com/search/?list_type=rentals&showcase=true
https://classifieds.syracuse.com/syracuse
https://www.syracuse.com/mobile-device/
https://www.syracuse.com/mobile-device/
https://www.youtube.com/syracusecom
https://www.syracuse.com/archives/
https://www.syracuse.com/sponsor-content-index/?prx_adpz=1128
https://www.syracuse.com/archives/
https://www.syracuse.com/placead/
https://hiring.syracuse.com/purchase/post-now/
https://www.syracuse.com/placead/
https://www.syracuse.com/placead/

¥ Follow Us

Twitter
Instagram
Facebook
YouTube
RSS

Privacy Policy | User Agreement | >Ad Choices

ADVANCELOCAL

Use of and/or registration on any portion of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement, (updated
8/1/2024) and acknowledgement of our Privacy Policy, and Your Privacy Choices and Rights (updated 1/1/2025).

© 2025 Advance Local Media LLC. All rights reserved (About Us).
The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with
the prior written permission of Advance Local.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site.

YouTube's privacy policy is available here and YouTube's terms of service is available here.

[>Ad Choices


https://twitter.com/syracusedotcom
https://www.instagram.com/syracusedotcom/
https://www.facebook.com/syracusecom
https://www.youtube.com/syracusecom
https://www.syracuse.com/arc/outboundfeeds/rss/?outputType=xml
https://www.syracuse.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.syracuse.com/user-agreement/
https://www.syracuse.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://www.syracuse.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://www.advancelocal.com/
https://www.advancelocal.com/
https://www.syracuse.com/user-agreement/
https://www.syracuse.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.syracuse.com/privacy-policy/#rights_top
https://www.syracuse.com/aboutus/
https://www.syracuse.com/communityrules/
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://www.youtube.com/t/terms
https://www.syracuse.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://www.syracuse.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top

